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The Early History of ITS 


Individualists Tending toward the Wild 


From the book The Politics of Attack. 

[ITS] has explicitly rejected association with anarchism, and via a 
subsequent (i.e. second generation) moniker, rejected both the label of “leftist” 
and “insurrectionary”. 

In a rare interview the group provided in 2014, it describes its purpose, 
stating: 


[ITS] deemed it necessary to carry out the direct attack against 
the Technoindustrial System. We think that the struggle 
against this is not only a stance of wanting to abandon 
Civilization, regressing to Nature, or in refuting the system’s 
values, without also, attacking it. 


ITS has received international attention after repeatedly targeting scientists 
and researchers with lethal force. ITS has stood out from other bombers due to 
its lengthy, academic-styled communiqués and direct attacks on individuals 
from outside the typical target set: heads of state and corporations, officials in 
law enforcement, jailing, etc. ITS is unique in at least two matters: its stated 
objective to kill, and its specific, tech-related target set. In the 2014 interview, 
cell members explain: 


Our immediate objectives are very clear: injure or kill scientists 
and researchers (by the means of whatever violent act) who 
ensure the Technoindustrial System continues its course. As we 
have declared on various occasions, our concrete objective is 
not the destruction of the Technoindustrial system, it is the 
attack with all the necessary resources, lashing out at this 
system which threatens to close off all paths to the reaching of 
our Individual Freedom, putting into practice our defensive 
instinct 


... ITS has from the beginning proposed the attack against the 
system as the objective, striving to make these kinds of ideas 
spread around the globe through extreme acts, in defense of 
Wild Nature, as we have done. 


According to their own historical account, the group began experimenting in 
2011 with “arson attacks on cars and construction machinery, companies and 
institutions ... until we decided to focus on terrorism and not sabotage”. From 
2011-2014, ITS deployed at least 13 mail bombs, two mailed threats 


accompanied by bullets, and assassinated Méndez Salinas, a biotechnologist 
with the Institute of Bio-Technology at the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico. Salinas was shot in the head, and according to ITS, killed by “the most 
violent cell of ITS in Morelos, being already familiar with the purchase and use 
of firearms.” 

Through their various communiqués and interviews, ITS has claimed 
responsibility for a series of attacks, many of which were claimed under other 
monikers and later linked to the ITS network. For example, in August 2014, ITS 
declared the formation of Wild Reaction (RS): 


After a little more than three years of criminal-terrorist 
activity, the group ... [ITS] ... begins a new phase in this open 
war against the Technoindustrial System ... we want to explain 
that during all of 2012 and 2013, various groups of a terrorist 
and sabotage stripe were uniting themselves with the group 
ITS, so that now, after a long silence and for purely strategic 
reasons, we publicly claim [10 attacks from newly affiliated 
networks] ... All of these have now fused with the ITS groups 
in Morelos, Mexico City, Guanajuato, Hidalgo, Coahuila and 
Veracruz ... Due to this union, the extravagant and little- 
practical pseudonym of ““Individualists Tending toward the 
Wild’ (ITS) ceases to exist, and from now on the attacks against 
technology and civilization will be signed with the new name 
of“Wild Reaction”(RS). 


Prior to this announcement, in April 2014 a group calling itself Obsidian 
Point Circle of Analysis (OPCAn) activated a new clandestine cell (which would 
later be absorbed into RS) called Obsidian Point Circle of Attack (OPCA). The 
formation of OPCAn was preceded by three commentaries on ITS and the 
authors “becoming tired of simply writing.” In its opening declaration OPCA 
writes: 

It has been some time since we started writing about some situations that 
had arisen in Mexico concerning the terrorist group ITS; we published a total of 
three analyses, in which we have publicly demonstrated our support of the 
group ITS, in their actions as much as their position. Until now we have 
decided to solely be those who comfortably spread and highlighted the group’s 
communiques and actions, but that is over. The violent advance of the techno- 
industrial system, the degradation that civilization leaves in its wake and the 
oblivion they are forcing us toward, ceasing to be natural humans to the point 
of turning into humanoids: there must be a convincing response. 

We abandon words and analyses in order to begin with our war ... We only 
seek confrontation with the system, the sharpening of the conflict against it. 
From this day we publicly put aside the word “analysis,” in order to become 
The Obsidian Point Circle of Attack. 

Thus, according to its own narrative, ITS inspired public commentary and 


critique by OPCAn and, in September 2014, when ITS became RS, it was 
announced that RS included OPCA as well. In the first declaration by RS, the 
authors explain: “during this year ... two more terroristic groups have united 
with us who have put the development of the Technoindustrial System in their 
sights ... The ‘Obsidian Point Circle of Attack’ ... [and] ... The ‘Atlatl Group.” 
Therefore, a complete history of ITS’s actions includes both attacks claimed 
under their name, those claimed under the OPCA and RS, as well as smaller 
groupings merged under the network’s banner. According to a chronology 
assembled from the networks’ communications, the network has claimed at 
least 27 distinct actions including 22 IED attacks (mostly mail and package/ 
parcel bombs), three written threats, several arsons of property, one animal 
release, and one fatal shooting. 

In early 2016, the ITS moniker saw its first usage outside of the borders of 
Mexico. In the second ITS communiqué of 2016, the “Uncivilized Southerners” 
cell “abandoned a homemade explosive charge” on a bus in Santiago, Chile 
writing: 


The Eco-Extremist tendency spreads ... We are accomplices to 
its ideas and acts, forming part of it. We are giving life to an 
international project against civilization. 


Because we are bullets to the head, mail-bombs, indiscriminate 
bombings and incinerating fire, we are: 


Individualists Tending Toward the Wild — Chile. 


A few days later, in the fourth ITS communiqué of 2016, an ITS cell in 
Argentina claimed responsibility for placing an IED in a Buenos Aires bus 
station. In the message accompanying the bomb, the attackers wrote: “ITS is in 
Argentina”. The emergence of new ITS cells appears to be an ongoing trend. 
Five days after the Argentina communiqué was posted to a Spanish-language 
insurrectionary hub, the same site featured a communiqué signed by five cells 
of ITS, three from Mexico, and one each from Argentina and Chile. The 
communiqué traces the origin and expansion of the ITS and RS monikers and 
announces “a new phase of the war against all that represents and sustains the 
advance of civilization and progress”. 

In Mexico, ITS’s bombs have targeted civilian, seemingly ‘non-political’ 
scientists, professors, technical experts, researchers, and technocrats and within 
a politic most closely described as (Green) anarcho-primitivism. Famed 
“Unabomber” Theodore Kaczynski popularized this framework in the 1980s 
during a 17-year (1978-1995) bombing campaign involving 16 bombs, which 
killed three people and injured 23. Following the publication of “Industrial 
Society and its Future” — popularly known as the “Unabomber manifesto” and 
released five months after his final attack — Kaczynski’s spirit has been carried 
forth by ITS and a few similar networks. 


The group's origins broadly 


From the book The Ultimate Ted Kaczynski Research Document. 

ITS Mexico were originally part of the green & insurrectionary anarchist 
milieus and likely grew up on earth first monkey-wrenching manuals from the 
80s:11] 


The group draws its inspiration from anarcho-primitivism, an 
"anti-civilization anarchy" from which ITS is largely inspired. “I 
took the theories of the ‘Earth Liberation Front' further, and gave 
them a different tone,” explains Xale. "I was interested in the 
issues facing the American continent, in the indigenous cultures 
that opposed civilization," assures the Mexican member of ITS in 
the video. 


With anarchism, the relationship at the moment is one of 
rupture, although there is no dishonor in accepting that many 
eco-extremists and some members of ITS come from 
anarchism, mostly from insurrectionist and eco-anarchist 
tendencies. Although at the time there were some ties, today 
the vast majority of anarchists hate us. 


Referring to the groups history, Xale, a member of ITS Mexico wrote this:[1] 


This chronology could well be added to that of Individualities 
Tending to the Wild (2011-2013), or that of the anti 
civilization cells of the Earth Liberation Front (2008-2012), but 
we decided to focus on RS, for now. 


Searching through the over 300 sabotage actions that occurred in Mexico 
between 2018 & 2012, and the at least 10 with ELF in the title of the post, 
there do appear to be a few attacks that fit ITS modus operandi and 
communiqués which fit their early idiolect: [1] 


Early this morning, September 21, our cell placed a bomb 
made of butane gas at the gates of the headquarters of Nueva 
Escuela Tecnológica [New School of Technology] in the 
municipality of Coacalco, Mexico State. 


The authorities in that municipality had previously 
implemented security systems that belong in the worst 
nightmares of Orwell. 


Security cameras, artificial eyes guarding their damned social 
peace, throughout the major avenues in Coacalco. 


In the commercial area, the police presence is evident, state 
police and the mediocre municipal police pass through the 
streets and on Lopez Portillo Avenue. 


Guarding the centers of domination and domestication that are 
also protected by surveillance cameras and the idiot guardians 
of the imposed order. 


Facing this situation of high surveillance, it seemed impossible 
to strike, but rebellious creativity is greater than the highest 
degree of 'security' that the state implements. 


The Coacalco commercial area had been previously visited by 
eco-anarchist cells who conducted significant strikes right in 
front of the police, who were flabbergasted by an arson, a 
butane explosion, graffiti and paint spilled in anthropocentric 
business. 


Our action was censured both by the directors of the Nueva 
Escuela Tecnológica and the Mexico State authorities. They hid 
the damage that we caused and concealed the evidence of our 
presence at night. This is not unusual; it happened after the 
'celebrations' of the ephemeral bicentennial celebration which 
were held in 'total' peace. 


The Agencia de Seguridad Estatal [state security agency] as well 
as detectives from the Mexico City police department are 
aware of our actions and our presence; they know that we 
were there and that we detonated our explosive charge as the 
lackeys on patrol passed by unable to stop us. 


We chose to attack the NET because it represents the new era 
of these centers of domestication called schools, where they 
learn things that are useless for a free life, but necessary for a 
life of slavery and alienation. They create beings that depend 
on technology in order to live in these concrete nests called 
cities, but more closely resemble large prisons. They train 
malleable minds to be used for entrepreneurship and to expand 
civilization over wild nature. We will not permit this. 


Once again we say: not with their cameras, nor their police 
officers, nor with their investigators, nor their prisons, will 
they be able to stop us; we once again skinned the rotten 


bastards, godammit! 


This action is dedicated to the Chilean anarchist prisoners, 
captured after the wave of repression in that country on 
August 14; we send much strength, from mexico we remember 
them in every direct action. 


We did not want to wait until the 24th to show our solidarity. 
Support is not only for one day, it is in our everyday actions! 


Direct solidarity for the eco prisoners Abraham López and 
Adrian Magdaleno, for the eco revolutionaries on hunger strike 
in Switzerland, for the animal liberation prisoner Walter Bond 
in the U.S., and the vegan warriors imprisoned in Italy! 


Keep running Diego, you're fucking awesome! 
Earth Liberation Front/Mexico 


Upon reading translated Unabomber material they started along a road that 
began with committing arsons aimed at sabotaging evil companies and ended 
with them desiring to have the wider effect of terrorizing people through fear 
of injury or death out of a simple hatred for humanity: 


... in 2011 the (newly formed) ITS was testing various modus 
operandi (from known and attempted arson attacks on cars 
and construction machinery, companies and institutions in 
Coahuila, Guanajuato, and Veracruz State of Mexico, until we 
decided to focus on terrorism and not sabotage). 


Here are old members of the FAI / CCF in Mexico acknowledging former 
collaboration and ideological crossover: [2] 


Exactly 5 years and seven months ago we signed a “joint 
statement” at the request of a comrade for whom we feel great 
affection and respect. That text was entitled “2nd Joint 
Statement of the Anarchist Insurrectional and Eco-Anarchist 
Groups”. ... 


Back then, we let it be known publicly and energetically that: 


“With these ITS partners, we can have theoretical differences 
and discuss them (always arguing fraternally in a constant 
attempt to update ideas and by building a unitary criticism 
attuned to the reality of the anarchist struggle), but we have 


never disagreed with the methods used, understanding anti- 
authoritarian violence and propaganda for the facts as they are 
: valid practices consistent with our ethical principles.” 


Although ITS were one of the few clusters with which we did 
not directly coordinate when undertaking joint actions, we 
were in solidarity with them, in the same way that some of the 
comrades that made up our affinity groups obtained monetary 
resources for them to solve specific difficulties when requested. 
That has been (and is) the basis of practical co-ordination 
between the new anarchic insurrectionalism and eco- 
anarchism. 


In their early communiques they would express solidarity with anarchist 
prisoners: !1] 


Total support with the Anti-civilization prisoners in Mexico, 
with the Chilean comrades and with the furious Italians and 
Swiss. ... 


One more time: Direct and total support with the anti- 
civilization prisoners of Mexico, with those eco-anarchists of 
Switzerland, to the affinities in Argentina, Spain, Italy, Chile 
and Russia. 


Here is an answer members of ITS gave in a text interview in 2014 I think 
showing they were part of a leftist mileu, in that they only later rejected leftist 
mass movement building and so are not simply post-left-&-right: [1] 


Individualists tending towards the wild formed at the 
beginning of 2011, and was motivated by the reasoning 
acquired during a slow process of getting to know, questioning, 
and the rejection of all that encompasses leftism and the 
civilized, and accordingly, employing all the above, we 
deemed it necessary to carry out the direct attack against the 
Technoindustrial System. We think that the struggle against 
this is not only a stance of wanting to abandon Civilization, 
regressing to Nature, or in refuting the system’s values, 
without also attacking it. 


Finally, ITS also claimed that more ELF and Anarchist groups joined them 
later when they briefly took on the name Wild Reaction: [H 


First of all, we want to explain that during all of 2012 and 
2013, various groups of a terrorist and sabotage stripe were 
uniting themselves with the group ITS, so that now, after a 


long silence and for purely strategic reasons, we publicly 
claim: 


1) The “Informal Anti-civilization Group,” which on June 29, 
2011, took responsibility for the explosion that severely 
damaged a Santander bank in the city of Tultitlan, Mexico. 


2) “Uncivilized Autonomous,” who on October 16, 2011 set off 
a bomb inside the ATMs of a Banamex, located between the 
cities of Tultitlan and Coacalco in Mexico State. 


4) “Wild Indomitables,” who on October 16, 2011 left a butane 
gas bomb that did not detonate in a Santander bank in the 
Alvaro Obregén district of Mexico City. The act was never 
claimed until now. 


5) “Terrorist Cells for the Direct Attack - Anti-civilization 
Fraction,” which in 2010 and 2011 left a fake bomb in front of 
the IFaB (Pharmacological and Biopharmeceutical Research), 
and detonated an explosive outside the building of the 
National Ecology Institute (INE), both in the Tlalpan district of 
Mexico City. 


6) “Luddites against the Domestication of Wild Nature,” who 
during 2009 to 2011 had taken part in various incendiary 
attacks in some cities in Mexico State and various districts of 
Mexico City, claimed or unclaimed. 


8) “Earth Liberation Front — Bajío”, which on November 16, 
2011 set off an explosive charge creating damages within the 
ATM area of a branch of the Federal Electricity Commission 
(CFE) in the city of Irapuato in Guanajuato. 


All of these have now fused with the ITS groups in Morelos, 
Mexico City, Guanajuato, Hidalgo, Coahuila and Veracruz. 


Due to this union, the extravagant and_little-practical 
pseudonym of “Individualists Tending toward the Wild” (ITS) 
ceases to exist, and from now on the attacks against technology 
and civilization will be signed with the new name of “Wild 
Reaction” (RS). 


These were groups that other anarchists were relating to as anarchists also. 
As the joint declaration of the insurrectional anarchist and eco-anarchist groups of 
Mexico referred to earlier was signed by some of these groups who later merged 
with ITS or had a very similar ideology: [3] 


Luddites against the Domestication of Wild Nature (LDNS) 
Earth Liberation Front (FLT) 


Free, Dangerous, Savage and Incendiary Individuals for the Black 
Plague(ILPSIPN) 
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The Various Anarchist Critiques 


On eco-extremism and anarchy (Jun 6th, 2016) 


There’s Nothing Anarchist about Eco-Fascism; A Condemnation of ITS 
(May 12th, 2017) 


“Eco-extremism and the indiscriminate attack — The Church of ITS 
Mexico” by L (UK) (Jul 21st, 2017) 


Not Our Comrades: ITS Attacks on Anarchists (Aug 30th, 2017) 
On ITS and virtual threats (Sep 8th, 2017) 


“Eco-Fascist” Groups Applaud ISIS, Murder of Heather Heyer, and 
Publishers (Sep 13th, 2017) 


On No Platform and ITS(Oct 24th, 2017) 
‘Removing the Trash’ by L (UK) (Oct 29th, 2017) 
Jake Hanrahan’s Twitter Thread (Jan 30th, 2018) 
Anarchist Libraries .Net (Jun 22nd, 2018) 


Against Eco-Extremism: Mirror image of Civilisation & Religion & PDF 
(Jul 18th, 2018) 


Egoism Vs. The Nazi Aztecs of Eco-Extremism (USA) (Aug 20th, 2018) 


Who is [censored], a Paralegal or an Eco-Extremist Mafia? (Sep 15th, 
2018) 


[censored], wife of “Eco-Extremist Mafia” is a vivisectionist (USA) (Sep 
16th, 2018) 


More non-news about the “Eco-Extremist Mafia” (Oct 23nd, 2018) 


Regarding the Death of Kevin Garrido — Clarifications and Positioning 
(Nov 7th, 2018) 


“Eco-Extremist Mafia” [censored] submits legal & FBI threat to anarchist 
counter-info site 325 (Nov 17th, 2018) 


Anarchy: Deep in the Woods (Dec, 2018) 


End humanity to end domination? - On the misanthropic current in 
anarchic environments (Mar 17th, 2019) 


Against Green Reactionaries: Writings on  eco-fascists and 
exterminationists (Spring 2020) 


CARR Research Insight Series: Confronting the Rise of Eco-Fascism 
Means Grappling with Complex Systems - Centre for Analysis of the 
Radical Right (Jul 7th, 2020) 


Disrupting The Purist Anarchist Pipeline (May 24, 2022) 


